
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Finnie MSP (Convener) 
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
Room T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
By email: justicecommittee@parliament.scot 
 
9 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Mr Finnie, 
 
COVID-19: PPE guidance for police  
 
Thank you for offering Public Health Scotland the opportunity to comment on the 
correspondence the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing received from the Scottish Police 
Federation, which makes reference to Health Protection Scotland (HPS) and the 
guidance on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) provided to Police Scotland. 
 
HPS, which has been part of Public Health Scotland since 1 April 2020, publishes and 
continuously updates a collection of resources providing information and advice on 
COVID-19. This includes guidance for health and social care, non-healthcare and first 
responder settings. Guidance provided by HPS is for stakeholders to interpret and 
implement according to the settings in which they operate.  
 
In April 2020 we provided a Situation, Background, Assessment, Recommendations 
(SBAR) tool, which was intended to allow Police Scotland to carry out a PPE risk 
assessment. This SBAR was produced   with National Antimicrobial Resistance and 
Healthcare Associated Infection (ARHAI) colleagues. ARHAI provide evidence-based 
guidance and expert advice on infection prevention and control, and are part of NHS 
National Services Scotland.  
 
The SBAR was produced using a rapid review of the available scientific and grey 
literature, relevant extant guidance documents and the expert opinion of an infection 
control nurse consultant. The methodology protocol was provided to Police Scotland for 
reference. The SBAR acknowledged that, in policing scenarios, the infectious nature of 
individuals that police personnel will come into contact with will be largely unknown. This 
is also the case for health and care staff, and other first responders, and is the guiding 
principle behind the Standard Infection Prevention and Control (SICPs) precaution 
guidance that has been issued for the prevention of COVID-19 transmission in the UK.   
 
 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/#title-container


 

There is limited police-specific scientific literature available.  The scenario-specific 
transmission-based precaution recommendations for Police Scotland were therefore 
based on the existing COVID-19 epidemiological evidence base, aerosol-generating 
procedures (AGP) evidence base, and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) evidence 
base.  
 
In May, we published an in-depth analysis of the evidence base regarding AGPs which 
was endorsed by the UK Government Department of Health New and Emerging 
Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group (NERVTAG).  
 
The content of the SBAR provided to Police Scotland to enable them to carry out a PPE 
risk assessment remains in line with the current COVID-19 evidence base, AGP evidence 
base, and UK COVID-19 PPE guidance. The advice we provided is also consistent with 
Public Health England’s COVID-19: guidance for first responders intended for police, 
ambulance, fire and rescue services. 
 
In order to understand the operational realities experienced by police personnel, HPS 
liaised with representatives from Police Scotland in the planning of the SBAR, and a 
description of the policing scenarios was obtained. The SBAR acknowledges that, while 
PPE is recommended for a number of restraint scenarios, it is understandable that the 
unpredictable nature of policing may not allow time for the PPE to be put on. 
 
It is the responsibility of guidance users to interpret and implement IPC guidance in line 
with their specific settings/operational scenarios.  This is of particular importance when 
policing scenarios and legislative powers evolve as has happened during the course of 
the pandemic.  
 
We hope that the Sub-Committee finds this information helpful.  
 
Kind regards, 

  

Angela Leitch   
Chief Executive   
Public Health Scotland  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-interim-guidance-for-first-responders

